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Dear Class of 2020,

It is with a heavy heart that we inform you that Dean Abecassis, in consultation with UAHS and COM 
– Tucson leadership, has made the very difficult decision to change the format of Match Day on

March 20th.  At this time the COM – T is still planning on having a Match Day ceremony, but it will be 
limited to the students in your class and select faculty and staff. Regrettably, family and friends may 
not participate in person.  We are working on logistical details and plan on streaming the event for 
your family and friends to watch.

We fully understand that you have been looking forward to Match Day for almost four years.  This 
was not an easy decision to make.  As you are likely aware, Match Day ceremonies around the 
country are being modified or canceled in light the COVID-19 outbreak.  Ultimately our commitment 
is to the health of you and your loved ones, some of whom may be at increased risk for 
complications from COVID-19 based on age or health conditions.

While this is a change from our usual Match Day celebration, it does not change the fact that we are 
very proud of you.  This day represents the culmination of four or more  years of medical school and 
the beginning of a new stage in your journey.  We look forward to celebrating your great success in a 
manner consonant with minimizing the risk to all involved! 

We will keep you posted as events develop.  While we are planning on having a Match Day 
ceremony as above, it is possible that we will need to cancel the event.

Finally, we will certainly help the class use its Match Day funds for a Class Celebration when the 
threat from COVID-19 lessens.

Kevin Moynahan & George Fantry

— 

Kevin F Moynahan, MD FACP  He/Him/His
Deputy Dean, Education
Director, Societies Program
Professor of Medicine
University of Arizona College of Medicine – Tucson


