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Greetings class of 2023.  I hope this email finds you all safe and healthy and that your
loved ones are similarly safe and healthy.  

I wanted to introduce myself as your upcoming DMH block director and to offer a quick
primer for any curiosities you have regarding the block.  It has been a trying time working
through the current crisis so I expect there are a lot of questions.   

Yes.  DMH will begin as scheduled on March 30th.  I am looking forward to the time that I
can meet you all in person but that will have to wait.  The entire DMH block will be
organized through correspondence, internet based meetings and self study modules.  We
have modified the course to comply with ongoing CDC guidelines observing infection
and transmission risks.  We do not expect these recommendations to alter significantly so it
is safest to assume the entire block will remain in this format.   

The block will be organized through regular online correspondence sessions.  Live sessions
will be interspersed with pre-taped sessions yet each session will be paired with an
opportunity for interactive questions and answers.  The COM faculty and staff have worked
tirelessly to convert this blocks curriculum to an online format that ensures a complete
delivery of education materials and content.  In particular, we have added online
applications for lab content and have doubled the opportunity for direct faculty contact
through online review sessions -- all in a mission to ensure you have adequate support
through your studies.    

During the weekend preceding the opening day for the block, I will release a podcast
that reviews the block structure to serve as an introduction.    On the morning of day 1
(March 30th, I will hold a Zoom meeting for questions and answers to be sure everyone is
aware of the block's structure and format.  

It is imperative that all students regularly track email announcements and the
course materials as listed in MedLearn.  This will be the source for the most up to date
information regarding lecture access, online materials and online meetings.  

Please don't hesitate to email me directly if you have any questions.  When emailing,
please include Sonya as she is coordinating all of our events.  

Please remain safe and healthy.  Thank you and I look forward to working with all of you!
Dale
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