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Dear COM – T students,

The note below was just distributed to faculty and residents, and also applies to students.

Best,

KM

— 

Kevin F Moynahan, MD FACP  He/Him/His
Deputy Dean, Education
Director, Societies Program
Professor of Medicine
University of Arizona College of Medicine – Tucson

Sent on behalf of Dr. Josh Lee, Dr. Kevin Moynahan, and Dr. Conrad Clemens:

Dear Colleagues:

We have all received several important directives in the past few days from both our Banner Health
and our UAHS leadership.  We enclose here some directives that will help our Tucson community
better understand some of the directives and the local resources that can help with some of the
administrative management of the COVID-19 pandemic.

1. Travel

As of now, from the Banner Health perspective all international and all non-essential domestic travel
that is work related is prohibited. 

Personal travel is exempted but if colleagues return from high risk countries as defined by CDC
ratings, quarantine may be indicated.  Action: please check with infection control on return before
returning to work if you travelled internationally and have questions.

UAHS also indicated that all international work travel is prohibited for all colleagues.

We are currently working on the mechanism to manage cancellation fees for conferences and travel,
although given that most major meetings are already in the process of cancelling meetings, there
may be waiver of said fees.  Please ensure you know the cancellation policies of any hotel, air travel
or conference registration so we can best manage this with you.  Although the directives are
“immediate and indefinite” we recognize this is a very dynamic situation and will need to be
reassessed at defined intervals.

Colleagues may have questions about what constitutes “essential” work travel.  Examples of non-
essential travel include CME or other business meetings.  Examples of “essential” travel include, job



interviews,  away rotations where a colleague (housestaff or student) is on a clinical service, or if a
colleague is part of an emergency response to an outbreak or natural disaster (e.g. a member of our
Infectious Disease department is called to a “hot zone” for consultation).  For all of the clinical care
sites associated with the Tucson market, Joshua Lee, the Banner Physician executive along with Drs.
Kevin Moynahan and Conrad Clemens from the College of Medicine can help determine the
essential nature of travel for faculty, housestaff or students.

2. How are we working together to ensure personal protective equipment is available when we
need it across our health facilities in the Tucson market.

The use of appropriate masks for airborne isolation is at the core of protecting health care workers
and learners from being infected.  To that end, to extend our supply we are implementing the
following new policy:

On teams, only those members who have “primary” responsibility for a patient should enter the
room of a patient on isolation and only as many times as is absolutely necessary.

Here is a scenario:

On an inpatient hospital medicine team there is one attending, one resident, two interns and three
medical students.  The patient is followed by the attending, resident, one intern and one of the
students.

Who  should enter and when?

The intern and student should each enter once to evaluate the patient in anticipation of rounds.  The
resident may enter if they need to validate a part of the exam, and the attending should enter to
examine the patient.  Whereas at other times, everyone would enter again on rounds, in fact, it may
be sufficient to enter the room only once in a given period.

The other interns on the service and the other medical students do NOT need to enter the room.

Of course, clinical conditions may dictate the need to enter additional times or with additional
parties but these guidelines help prevent unnecessary use of PPE.

Again, please feel free to reach out to Drs. Lee, Moynahan or Clemens if you have additional
questions.

 

 

 


